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Kant become apparent. He confuses two perfectly distinct problems
—the psychological, as to how we come to possess knowledge of the
axioms, and the epistemological, as to the place they occupy in knowledge
aa such. Our author runs the antithesis between a priori and a posteriori
elements of experience far too hard, but he does good service in insisting
that no solution of either problem is possible so long as psychology and
Erkenntnistheorie are inextricably blended into one, as is the case in
Helmholtz's writings.

G. IDAWES HICKS.

Suggestion und Hypnose. Eine psychologische Untersuchung. Von
THEODOR LIPPS. AUS den Sitzungsberichten der philos.-philol. und
der histor. Classe der k. bayer. Akad. d. Wiss. 1897. Bd. ii.,
Heft iii. Miinchen: Druck der Akademischen Buchdruckerei von
F. Straub, 1898. Pp. 391-522.

This is a most interesting attempt to explain the phenomena of sugges-
tion, as they occur in hypnosis and allied states, on purely psychological
grounds. Suggestion is provisionally defined as the production by the
revival of an idea of a psychical effect which normally does not follow
the revival of this idea. Normally, the revived idea remains an idea,
and does not pass into actual sensation; but in suggestion the revival
may become hallucinatory. The subject is told that a cat is on the
carpet when no cat is there ; in consequence the cat appears to him as
if it were actually present.. Normally, the mere hearing and under-
standing of a statement does not of itself produce belief, apart from
other motives; but in suggestion the mere hearing and understanding
of the statement is sufficient. Similarly, a command in itself is sufficient
to produce corresponding action, apart from other motives. Lipps
explains all these cases of suggestion by his theory of mental reproduc-
tion. According to this theory, all reproduction essentially involves a
tendency to the complete reinstatement of the process reproduced.
Normally, reproduction is only partial, because of the presence of inter-
fering conditions. If these conditions are absent, the reproduced process
will be a complete reoccurrence of the original process. Thus the
revival of a sense-perception will, apart from interfering conditions,
become itself an actual sense-perception of the same kind, the mental
representation of a belief will of itself become that belief, the mental
representation of ourselves as about to perform an act, will of itself
issue in the execution of that act.

The interfering conditions which normally prevent complete repro-
duction are of manifold kinds; but they are all due to the complexity of
mental process. Any given process forms only a partial constituent in
a total system. Each constituent process in the total system, in so far
as it absorbs psychical energy itself, diverts it from the rest. Besides
this, there is in the second place an interchange of psychical energy
between different processes, in as much as they are connected by
association. Thus, psychical energy, instead of being concentrated in
this or that portion of a connected group, tends to become dispersed,
and so weakened. This is what Dr. Lipps calls the Abfluss Tendenz
(" flowing-off tendency "\ In the third place, there is a conflict of mental
processes, which must be carefully distinguished from their competition.
It may be that one mental process is by its very nature exclusive of the
other. I cannot represent the same thing as being at once black and
white. If A tells me it is black, while B tells me it is white, there is a
mental conflict.
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Now, if all these and similar interfering conditions are absent, the
reproduction of a process will be free to absorb psychical energy, so as.
actually to become a reoccurrence of the process which it reproduces.
According to Lipps, this is what takes place in hypnotic suggestion.
There is in hypnosis a limitation of mental excitability, while the total
amount of psychical energy is relatively undiminishec'.. The mental
processes called into being by the operator in the subject have the field
to themselves. There is an absence of competition, of conflict, and of
the "flowing-off tendency". Under these conditions the suggested
processes can concentrate all available psychical energy within them-
selves. Reproductions are thus free to develop into the processes
reproduced. Hence to suggest a perception is to produce a perception:
and to suggest the belief that the subject will act in a given manner
is to cause him to act in this manner.

The most doubtful part of Dr. Lipps's case is the explanation of
hallucinatory revival. It is by no means clear that the absence of
external stimulus or of equivalent conditions is not of itself sufficient to
prevent the passage of mental image into sensation. On the physio-
logical side there may be conditions operative which are equivalent
to external stimulation. But apart from this, the question may be raised
whether the hallucinatory images of hypnotic subjects do actually
possess the vividness and distinctness of sense-perceptions. If one of
them is told that there is the picture of a cat on a blank sheet of paper,
he will speak and behave as if the cat were actually there. But if a
pencil is placed in his hand, and he is asked to trace the outline, the
result does not bear out the assumption that there is virtually an actual
picture before him. His mental condition may resemble that which we
often find in ourselves in dreams. We appear to see objects, although
the images of these objects fall very far short of the vividness and
distinctness of actual perceptions.

EDITOR (G. F. S.).

Philosophie und Leben. Von ROBERT SCHBLLWIBN. Leipzig: Alfred
Janssen; London: Williams & Norgate, 1898. Pp. 121.

The author begins by remarking, truly enough, that if philosophy is to
recover its influence on mankind it must learn to converse in a human
and untechnical language, and presumably intends his own work to be a.
contribution to this end. If so, however, he can hardly be congratu-
lated on achieving his laudable purpose, and it is to be feared that English
readers at least will not find anything either in his manner or in his
matter calculated to attract their attention and to render philosophy
more palatable and popular. His conclusion, for instance (p. 121), that
"there is nothing more important for man to know than what the Will
in him is and is capable of, to know that it is his own free power to
negate the negativity of the finite, and, recreating it, to live in the centre
of Being as the image of deity " bears the old familiar but unattractive
stamp of German metaphysics. Nor would this impression do the
author an injustice. The truth is that his title is misleading—the philo-
sophy whose relations to life he examines is merely his own. And it
consists of a monistic metaphysic of the Will, ft la Schopenhauer,
minvs the pessimism which gave impressiveness to the metaphysics of
that great writer. And as his method is extremely dogmatic and he
celebrates the might of the Universal Will with the same extravagance
with which his congeners have extolled the Universal Reason, he will
probably carry conviction to no one but himself.
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